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ÅCorn fields are private property and 
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to search

ÅAvoid damaging the crop 
as you move through it

ÅAsk if crops have 
been sprayed



Scenarios for Searching a Cornfield
ÅChild wanders into field

ÅSpecial needs individual wanders into field

ÅCar accident victim

ÅField Worker

ÅMedical Issue

ÅLost

ÅDecided to Leave
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Norwich, Ontario, Canada  
September 2014

ÅTwo-year old girl followed her dog into a corn field around 7:00 p.m.

ÅFirst officers on scene arrived just before dusk and Emergency Response 
Team was called (responsible for searches in Ontario)

ÅAbout 150 searchers, 2 canine teams, police helicopter
Searchers equipped with GPS which uploaded to a digital map 
in command center
Helicopter could not get any infrared images while flying for 90-120 minutes

ÅOvernight temperature dropped to ~52°F

ÅToddler was found about 10:00 am the next morning by two neighbors 
riding along the back of a corn field who heard her crying
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Children Missing in Fields
ÅQuad Cities, IL, August 2021

Found safe soon after search started

ÅOttawa County, MI, October 2020
4 yr old found safe after 3 hours, about 1 mile away

ÅWindsor, Ontario, Canada, October 2020
2 yr old found safe after 90 minutes

ÅSherburne County, MN, October 2019
6 yr old found safe after 10 hours (by drone with infrared, at 2am)

ÅLenglade County, WI, October 2016
3 yr old found safe after 20 hours 

ÅAurora County, SD, July 2011
2 yr old found safe after ~12 hours
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Field Conditions Possible 
when Searching a Cornfield
ÅBefore planting season 

ÅCorn is less than 2 feet high

ÅCrop is 3-4 foot in height

ÅFully developed fields 
(stalks 9 to 11 feet)

ÅAfter harvest
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Cornfields
Fields are not uniform within the 1 x 1 mile grid
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Adjacent fields can 
have different crops

8

Corn



Adjacent fields can 
have different crops and owners
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Row orientation is based on 
farming practices 
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Rows are typically 30 inches apart
Individual plants are typically six inches apart


