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Carbon markets?

o Already using

o Been approached by a carbon market

o Have not been approached 
by a carbon market

o Not interested
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Why Carbon?
Many companies and countries have 
committed to carbon neutrality  and even 
carbon negativity  within the next decades.

Pepsico ӛ committed to reducing 
Scope 3 emissions by 2030 by 40%. 



Source: https://cfpub.epa.gov/ghgdata/inventoryexplorer /





Cover crops 
allow the soil 
to continually 
receive CO2 from 
the atmosphere

Your crops are tools to that put carbon dioxide in the ground 
Your soil is responsible for keeping the carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere

No-till  prevents 
carbon dioxide from 
leaving the soil 

No -Till & Cover Cropping



Cover cropping and no-tilling can 

sequester an additional ~1.5 tonnes CO2/ acre

Source: https://ilsustainableag.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ISAP-Fact-Sheet-Carbon-9.4-FINAL.pdf



Fertilizer Cover Crops Tillage Rotation

Application Timing Grass Change in type Added crops

Reduced Rate Legume Change in frequency
Reduced fallow 

periods

Use of inhibitors Interseed No-Till Added perennials

Use of organic 
fertilizer or compost

Perennial

Cover crop 
termination 

(planting green, burn 
down, mechanical)

Disclaimer: Neither table contains the complete list of recommended practices for carbon sequestration or N ӛ P runoff reduction. 
Please refer to specific programs for a complete list of requirements.

Common Practices for Market Enrollment



Benefits of Soil Health
1. Soil Temperature and Moisture Regulation

2. Reduced Soil Loss from Wind & Water

3. Winter Annual & Early Season Weed Suppression

4. Improved Soil Structure

5. Increased Diversity of Soil Biological Communities

6. Nutrient Capture & Availability





Reducing carbon emitted outside 
the agricultural supply chain.

Offsetting



Why is the contract so long?
Permanence
Aggregators ensure that carbon will be sequestered 
for ~100 years between all the farms 
in their program.

Carbon aggregators put many 
(entire countries worth) of farms 
in one project to ensure permanence.



Carbon Offset Registries
ÅSet standards for many types of 
carbon offset markets ӛ 
ag, forestry, landfills, etc.

ÅSet standards for offset protocols that ensure 
permanence and additionality

ÅSet standards for verification

ÅApprove models used to estimate carbon sequestration


