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Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy

Goal: 45% Reduction in Total N & Total P Losses by 2035
Interim: 15% Reduction in NO3-N & 25% Reduction in Total P by 2025
https:// epa.illinois.gov /topics/water -quality/watershed -management/excess-nutrients/nutrient -loss-reduction -strategy.html



SCIENCE ASSESSMENT
Mark B. David, Gregory F. McIsaac, Gary D. Schnitkey, George F. Czapar , and Corey A. Mitchell

Determined

ÅNO3-N and P losses 
for the state of IL 
during the baseline 
period

ÅRegional loadings

ÅManagement 
practice 
effectiveness & 
scenarios

1980-1996 Baseline 

1980-1996 BASELINE 
Å404M lb NO3-N/year 
Å34M lb P/year



Science Assessment

In Field

Land Use Change

Edge-of Field
/End-of-Pipe

For Each Practice, 
Load Reductions:

ÅPer acre

ÅStatewide

ÅPercent of Baseline

ÅImplementation 
cost ($/lb removed)



The benefits of cover crops

Illustrated by Carlyn Iverson.  
Illustration provided courtesy of 

the USDA-SARE program.



Dr. Robert Myers
Director, MU Center for Regenerative Agriculture  



PCM Conservation Practices, Acres
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2020 2021 2022 TOTAL
Reduced Tillage 141,459 118,418 235,212 495,089 

Nitrogen Management 170,947 125,081 223,692 519,719 

Cover Crops 25,634 36,080 74,862 136,576 

Total Acres 338,040 279,579 533,765 1,151,384



PCM Conservation Practices
LossReductions
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Acres of PCM Conservation Practices Used

2020 2021 2022

Reduced Tillage 141,459 118,418 235,212 

Nitrogen Management 170,947 125,081 223,692 

Cover Crops 25,634 36,080 74,862 

Total Acres 338,040 279,579 533,765 



Soil Loss (Tons/acre), by Cover Crop Class
Averages from 2015 to 2022, Corn, High SPR 
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