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What do you think is the most 
important data series in the 
Census of Agriculture?

oFarm count

oLand in farms

oDemographics (age, gender, etc)

oMinor commodities (e.g., horseradish in IL)



History of the Census of Agriculture
The first Census of Agriculture was 
conducted in 1840 in 26 states 
and the District of Columbia.

Questions about agriculture in the United States first 

appeared in the 1840 census, which was conducted 

under the direction of the Secretary of State. 

Official census marshals collected data on 37 questions. 

These marshals and assistants made personal visits to 

collect the data and were paid as much as $2.50 for 

information from every 50 people.



History of the Census of Agriculture
180 years later:

⁃ The 2022 Census of Agriculture is the 30th in the series, 
and the 6th conducted by NASS.

⁃ In 1997, the Census of Agriculture was transferred from the 
Census Bureau to NASS.

⁃ The Census of Agriculture encompasses 50 states, 
Puerto Rico, and outlying areas. 
Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Northern Mariana Islands



History of the Census of Agriculture
Data are available for:

⁃National

⁃State

⁃County levels

⁃Congressional districts

⁃Watersheds

⁃Zip codes



Farms and Land in Farms

Since 1974, the Census of Agriculture 
has defined a farm as 

“any place from which $1,000 or more of 
agricultural products were produced and sold, 
or normally would have been sold, 
during the census year.”



Census Data Collection
Response Rate by State, 2022 Return Rate by Mode
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Farms and Land



Given that TX had the highest 
farm count of any state, 
what state do you think is #2?

oIllinois

oIowa

oOhio

oMissouri

oCalifornia



Farms

Alaska 1,173

Connecticut 5,058

Delaware 2,158

Hawaii 6,569

Maryland 12,550

Massachusetts 7,083

New Hampshire 3,949

New Jersey 9,998

Rhode Island 1,054

Vermont 6,537

United States 1,900,487



Percent Change in Farms

Alaska 18%

Connecticut -8%

Delaware -6%

Hawaii -10%

Maryland 1%

Massachusetts -2%

New Hampshire -4%

New Jersey 1%

Rhode Island 1%

Vermont -4%

United States -7%



Acres of Ag Land

Alaska 0.9M

Connecticut 0.4M

Delaware 0.5M

Hawaii 1.1M

Maryland 2.0M

Massachusetts 0.5M

New Hampshire 0.4M

New Jersey 0.7M

Rhode Island 0.0M

Vermont 1.2M

United States 880.1M



Percent Change in Acres of Ag Land

Alaska 2.4%

Connecticut -2.5%

Delaware -0.5%

Hawaii -7.2%

Maryland -0.6%

Massachusetts -5.5%

New Hampshire -1.9%

New Jersey -3.1%

Rhode Island 3.9%

Vermont -1.6%

United States -2.2%



Value of Land and Buildings

Alaska $1B

Connecticut $5B

Delaware $5B

Hawaii $12B

Maryland $18B

Massachusetts $6B

New Hampshire $3B

New Jersey $11B

Rhode Island $1B

Vermont $5B

United States $3,385B



US Value of Production
Crops and Livestock
2002 - 2022 ($ billions)
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Total Sales of Livestock and Crops

Alaska $0.1B

Connecticut $0.7B

Delaware $2.1B

Hawaii $0.7B

Maryland $3.4B

Massachusetts $0.6B

New Hampshire $0.2B

New Jersey $1.5B

Rhode Island $0.1B

Vermont $1.0B

United States $543.1B



Farms with Internet Access
As a Percent of Total, by County, 2022

By Type, 2022 (percent)



Demographics



Demographic questions



More demographic questions



Average 
Age of 
Producers
By County, 2022



Number of Producers

Alaska 2,045

Connecticut 9,374

Delaware 3,812

Hawaii 11,833

Maryland 23,507

Massachusetts 13,284

New Hampshire 7,209

New Jersey 18,591

Rhode Island 1,938

Vermont 12,470

United States 3,374,044



Producers as a Percent of USA Total

Alaska 0.1%

Connecticut 0.3%

Delaware 0.1%

Hawaii 0.4%

Maryland 0.7%

Massachusetts 0.4%

New Hampshire 0.2%

New Jersey 0.6%

Rhode Island 0.1%

Vermont 0.4%



What state do you think had 
the highest percent of female 
producers in the entire US?

oIllinois

oIndiana

oTexas

oArizona

oHawaii



Percent Female Producers by State

Alaska 48%

Connecticut 41%

Delaware 34%

Hawaii 43%

Maryland 38%

Massachusetts 43%

New Hampshire 45%

New Jersey 38%

Rhode Island 43%

Vermont 41%

United States 36%



Percent Military Producers by State

Alaska 10.4%

Connecticut 7.6%

Delaware 8.1%

Hawaii 9.0%

Maryland 9.0%

Massachusetts 7.1%

New Hampshire 9.6%

New Jersey 7.2%

Rhode Island 7.0%

Vermont 7.6%

United States 9.1%



Percent American Indian or Alaska Native by State

Alaska 4.7%

Connecticut 0.0%

Delaware 0.3%

Hawaii 0.6%

Maryland 0.2%

Massachusetts 0.1%

New Hampshire 0.4%

New Jersey 0.2%

Rhode Island 0.4%

Vermont 0.3%

United States 1.7%



Percent Asian Producers by State

Alaska 0.6%

Connecticut 0.6%

Delaware 3.1%

Hawaii 24.2%

Maryland 1.4%

Massachusetts 0.8%

New Hampshire 0.1%

New Jersey 1.7%

Rhode Island 1.0%

Vermont 0.3%

United States 0.7%



Percent Black or African American Producers by State

Alaska 0.4%

Connecticut 0.2%

Delaware 0.6%

Hawaii 0.2%

Maryland 1.1%

Massachusetts 1.2%

New Hampshire 0.4%

New Jersey 0.5%

Rhode Island 1.0%

Vermont 0.2%

United States 1.2%



Percent Hispanic Producers by State

Alaska 1.8%

Connecticut 1.8%

Delaware 0.8%

Hawaii 5.9%

Maryland 1.3%

Massachusetts 1.6%

New Hampshire 0.9%

New Jersey 2.5%

Rhode Island 1.7%

Vermont 1.1%

United States 3.3%



Percent Multi-Race Producers by State

Alaska 1.9%

Connecticut 0.7%

Delaware 0.1%

Hawaii 13.5%

Maryland 0.9%

Massachusetts 0.9%

New Hampshire 0.9%

New Jersey 0.5%

Rhode Island 0.5%

Vermont 0.9%

United States 0.9%



Percent White Producers by State

Alaska 92.2%

Connecticut 98.5%

Delaware 95.9%

Hawaii 53.2%

Maryland 96.3%

Massachusetts 96.8%

New Hampshire 98.2%

New Jersey 97.0%

Rhode Island 95.8%

Vermont 97.9%

United States 95.4%



New and Beginning Producers by State

Alaska 0.8 K

Connecticut 3.0 K

Delaware 1.0 K

Hawaii 4.2 K

Maryland 7.3 K

Massachusetts 4.1 K

New Hampshire 2.5 K

New Jersey 5.6K

Rhode Island 0.8 K

Vermont 4.0 K

United States 1,011.7 K



Livestock



What state do you think had the 
largest sales of livestock and 
livestock products (eggs, milk, etc.)?

oIllinois

oIowa

oTexas

oKansas

oNebraska



Livestock Sales

Alaska $0.1B

Connecticut $0.2B

Delaware $1.6B

Hawaii $0.2B

Maryland $2.0B

Massachusetts $0.1B

New Hampshire $0.1B

New Jersey $0.1B

Rhode Island $0.0B

Vermont $0.7B

United States $262.5B



Cattle Farms

Alaska 142

Connecticut 876

Delaware 230

Hawaii 1,058

Maryland 2,926

Massachusetts 1,066

New Hampshire 789

New Jersey 1,040

Rhode Island 185

Vermont 1,691

United States 732,123



Cattle Inventory

Alaska 17K

Connecticut 46K

Delaware 10K

Hawaii 132K

Maryland 152K

Massachusetts 33K

New Hampshire 30K

New Jersey 26K

Rhode Island 4K

Vermont 215K

United States 87,955K



Cattle Sales

Alaska $4M

Connecticut $15M

Delaware $6M

Hawaii $43M

Maryland $71M

Massachusetts $15M

New Hampshire $10M

New Jersey $10M

Rhode Island $2M

Vermont $66M

United States $89,378M



Dairy Farms

Alaska 9

Connecticut 92

Delaware 20

Hawaii 11

Maryland 268

Massachusetts 97

New Hampshire 95

New Jersey 50

Rhode Island 10

Vermont 449

United States 24,470



Percent Change in Dairy Farms

Alaska -66.7%

Connecticut -53.5%

Delaware -60.0%

Hawaii -45.0%

Maryland -47.6%

Massachusetts -55.9%

New Hampshire -56.0%

New Jersey -54.1%

Rhode Island -37.5%

Vermont -46.6%

United States -55.2%



Milk Sales

Alaska

Connecticut $94M

Delaware $14M

Hawaii

Maryland $209M

Massachusetts $61M

New Hampshire $63M

New Jersey $25M

Rhode Island

Vermont $599M

United States $52,820M



Hog Farms

Alaska 78

Connecticut 218

Delaware 46

Hawaii 194

Maryland 550

Massachusetts 306

New Hampshire 219

New Jersey 332

Rhode Island 55

Vermont 272

United States 60,809



Hog Inventory

Alaska 2K

Connecticut 4K

Delaware 3K

Hawaii 7K

Maryland 20K

Massachusetts 7K

New Hampshire

New Jersey 7K

Rhode Island 1K

Vermont 6K

United States 73,646K



Hog Sales

Alaska

Connecticut $2M

Delaware $2M

Hawaii

Maryland $8M

Massachusetts $3M

New Hampshire $2M

New Jersey $2M

Rhode Island

Vermont $3M

United States $36,308M



Poultry Farms

Alaska 228

Connecticut 962

Delaware 722

Hawaii 476

Maryland 2,028

Massachusetts 1,198

New Hampshire 849

New Jersey 1,914

Rhode Island 210

Vermont 1,032

United States 168,048



Poultry Sales

Alaska

Connecticut $50M

Delaware $1,594M

Hawaii $18M

Maryland $1,617M

Massachusetts $17M

New Hampshire $12M

New Jersey $32M

Rhode Island

Vermont $22M

United States $76,335M



Crops



Crop Sales

Alaska $0.0B

Connecticut $0.5B

Delaware $0.5B

Hawaii $0.5B

Maryland $1.4B

Massachusetts $0.5B

New Hampshire $0.1B

New Jersey $1.4B

Rhode Island $0.1B

Vermont $0.3B

United States $280.6B



What state do you think had 
the highest percent of total 
sales from crops?
oIllinois

oNorth Dakota

oCalifornia

oFlorida

oNew Jersey



Crop Percent of Sales

Alaska 44%

Connecticut 72%

Delaware 22%

Hawaii 76%

Maryland 41%

Massachusetts 75%

New Hampshire 58%

New Jersey 91%

Rhode Island 78%

Vermont 32%

United States 52%



Farms with Soybeans

Alaska 0

Connecticut 10

Delaware 763

Hawaii 3

Maryland 2,744

Massachusetts 6

New Hampshire 9

New Jersey 802

Rhode Island 0

Vermont 44

United States 270,851



Soybean Acres Harvested

Alaska 0

Connecticut 400

Delaware 175,605

Hawaii

Maryland 531,904

Massachusetts 427

New Hampshire 916

New Jersey 107,682

Rhode Island 0

Vermont 5,876

United States 84,599,167



Farms with Corn for Grain

Alaska 0

Connecticut 90

Delaware 702

Hawaii 18

Maryland 2,441

Massachusetts 87

New Hampshire 42

New Jersey 654

Rhode Island 13

Vermont 82

United States 289,382



Corn Acres Harvested

Alaska 0

Connecticut 4,129

Delaware 187,785

Hawaii 2,176

Maryland 422,129

Massachusetts 3,629

New Hampshire 1,635

New Jersey 64,139

Rhode Island 196

Vermont 12,028

United States 80,597,963



Farms with Wheat for Grain

Alaska 3

Connecticut 13

Delaware 268

Hawaii 0

Maryland 1,090

Massachusetts 17

New Hampshire 8

New Jersey 243

Rhode Island 0

Vermont 15

United States 97,014



Wheat Acres Harvest

Alaska 102

Connecticut 217

Delaware 47,392

Hawaii 0

Maryland 155,307

Massachusetts 92

New Hampshire 15

New Jersey 23,729

Rhode Island 0

Vermont 1,216

United States 37,211,994



Farms with Vegetables 

Alaska 289

Connecticut 893

Delaware 159

Hawaii 975

Maryland 813

Massachusetts 1,463

New Hampshire 527

New Jersey 1,215

Rhode Island 303

Vermont 744

United States 69,452



Vegetable Acres Harvested

Alaska 745

Connecticut 6,862

Delaware 22,819

Hawaii 7,731

Maryland 21,583

Massachusetts 17,217

New Hampshire 3,141

New Jersey 42,954

Rhode Island 1,970

Vermont 3,959

United States 4,305,685



Upcoming 
Census 
Releases 
in 2024



NASS survey results on March 28, 2024



Thank you to all the farmers and ranchers 
that responded to the Census of Agriculture!
Every individual response is confidential by law, and exempt 
from legal process, including the Freedom of Information Act.



March 14, 2024
11am to noon central time

The Changing Face of 
American Agriculture

Insights from the 2022 
USDA Census of Agriculture

Focus on the Midwest and Illinois
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For the webinar archives and 5-minute farmdoc
Subscribe to our channel YouTube.com/@farmdoc

. I l l inois .edu

Visit us at 

2024 farmdoc Webinar

Thank You for joining us!
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