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H5N1 - Resources and Support 
Contact Josie Rudolphi (josier@illinois.edu) with requests 
for training and information to protect yourself or workers. 

mailto:josier@illinois.edu
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Challenges to Prevention
•Wildlife

⁃Waterfowl carrier state

•Environment

⁃ Virus survival

•Fomite Transfer

⁃ Footwear, clothing, equipment

•Flock Additions
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Challenges to Prevention
Wildlife
Waterfowl carrier state

USFWS, Public Domain, 
https://www.fws.gov/media/migratorybirdprogramadministrativeflywaysstateandprovincemapjpg
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Challenges to Prevention
Environment
Virus survival

⁃ 8 weeks at 39°F in wet or dry droppings

⁃ 30 days in feathers

⁃ 1-14 days in soil

⁃ 26 hours on plastic

⁃ 4.5 hours on skin

⁃ 24-48 hours on metal

⁃ 2 weeks on wood
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Challenges to Prevention
Fomite Transfer
Footwear, clothing, equipment



Challenges to Prevention
Flock Additions

Illinois Department of Agriculture
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Prevention Solutions
Wildlife
•Seal up entry points in buildings

•Pick up feed spills

•Practice rodent control

•Use waterfowl hazing strategies

⁃Auditory devices

⁃ Visual scaring devices

⁃Grid wiring over desired exclusion area
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Prevention Solutions
Environment and Fomite Transfer
•Sanitation

•Restrict visitors

•Restrict vehicle traffic
⁃Signage / barriers
⁃Disinfection

•Dedicated equipment

•Dedicated clothing 
and footwear
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Prevention Solutions
Flock Additions
• Single source

• All-in / All-out

• Source from a monitored flock

• Source from a 
National Poultry 
Improvement Plan 
(NPIP) member flock



Illinois Department of Agriculture

Resources
USDA APHIS Defend the Flock Resource Center
www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/defend-the-flock/resources

The Center for Food Security and Public Health: CFSPH
https://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/diseaseinfo/disease/?disease=avian-influenza

Secure Poultry Supply
https://securepoultrysupply.umn.edu

National Poultry Improvement Plan
https://www.poultryimprovement.org
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Dairy in Illinois
•360 Grade A Dairy Farms

•79,000 Milk Cows

•1.7 Billion Pounds

•1,200 Dairy Farm Workers

•Milk Sales Ranks 6th 
in Illinois Farm Products



Protecting the Herd
•Depopulate infected poultry

•Quarantine infected cows

•Practice biosecurity

•Support vaccine development



Protecting the Herd



National Milk Testing Strategy

www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-health



Protecting the Herd

•New Strategy

•Challenges

•Farmer Support



Protecting the Human
CDC, state and local public health officials, 

and animal health partners indicate two primary ways 

that workers in the United States have been infected with 

H5N1 virus: via exposure to infected poultry during 

culling activities, and through exposure to infected dairy 

cows, including while caring for sick cows, or when 

working in a milking parlor, the area on the farm where 

cows are milked.



Protecting the Human
•Decreasing human exposure

•Enhancing personal protective 
equipment (PPE) guidance

• Identifying exposed workers and 
providing appropriate testing

•Offering testing to asymptomatic 
workers with a high-risk exposure

• Increasing outreach and education
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Protecting the Human
• Illinois Farm Bureau & 

Illinois Department project 

•One-time distribution 
of  personal protective 
equipment (PPE)

•PPE is being offered 
free upon request



Thank you!

Tasha Bunting
Illinois Farm Bureau

Director of Commodity 
Programs & Farm 

Systems

Email: tbunting@ilfb.org
Phone: 1 (309) 557-2993



Other Upcoming Webinars
Crop Risk Management Decisions for 2025
In response to the continuing challenges of lower 
commodity prices and elevated production costs, this 
essential two-part webinar series offers Illinois grain 
producers vital insights for 2025 risk management 
decisions. These timely sessions are designed to help 
producers make informed choices before the April 15, 
2025, deadline.

March 3, 2025 | 11:00 AM - Noon CT
Navigating 2025 Crop Insurance Choices

March 28, 2025 | 11:00 AM – Noon
Deadline Decisions: 
Making the Right ARC/PLC Choice for 2025

Sign up for the free farmdoc 
webinar series at 

https://go.illinois.edu/CropRisk2025



Sponsors



Educational Partners

Department of 
Agricultural & 
Consumer Economics

Extension



For the webinar archives and 5-minute farmdoc
Subscribe to our channel YouTube.com/@farmdoc

. I l l inois .edu

Visit us at 

farmdoc Webinar

Thank You for joining us!
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