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The Risk Management Agency (RMA) of the USDA (US Department of Agriculture) recently released 
county yields for the 2024 crop year.  These yields are used by RMA to determine area plan payments, 
including for the Supplemental and Enhanced Coverage Options (ECO and SCO). County corn and 
soybean yields for Illinois were mostly at or above trend levels.  Exceptions included counties in southern 
Illinois for both crops, and some northern Illinois counties for soybeans.  Payments from revenue-based 
ECO and SCO for 2024 corn and soybeans will be triggered in many counties in Illinois and will be 
prevalent across the U.S. for 2024.  

2024 Illinois Corn Yields and Supplemental Plan Payments 

Figure 1 shows county corn yields (left panel) and the ratio of yield to expected trend yield (right panel) for 
Illinois counties in 2024.  Both yields are reported by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) and used to 
determine payments for area plan programs (see the Area Plan Reports in RMA’s Information Reporting 
System (RIRS)) . 
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Following the typical pattern, corn yields were highest across the central and northern regions of the 
state, with lower yields in southern counties.  Corn yields were generally at or above trend in Illinois in 
2024, with exceptions in some counties in southern Illinois and in Marshall county in north-central Illinois. 

Table 1 (see end of article) reports 2024 yields and trend yields for corn in Illinois, along with estimates of 
per acre payments for the ECO and SCO programs.  Purchase of ECO and SCO requires use of an 
underlying individual farm combo plan, and the payment estimates reported in table 1 assume the 
underlying plan provides revenue coverage. Since the harvest price for corn in 2024 ($4.16) was below 
the projected price ($4.66), revenue protection (RP) and revenue protection with the harvest price 
exclusion (RP-HPE) provide the same coverage.   More detailed descriptions of the ECO and SCO 
programs are available in the farmdoc daily articles from November 24, 2020, February 27, 2014, and 
April 24, 2014. 

County yields combined with the insurance price decline result in corn payments being triggered in 43 of 
Illinois’ 102 counties for 95% ECO coverage and 10 counties for ECO 90% coverage. Payments from 
SCO, which has an 86% coverage level, will be triggered in 2 southern Illinois counties – Williamson and 
Union – for corn in 2024. The size of SCO payments will depend on the coverage level of the producer’s 
underlying plan as well as the severity of the revenue loss, thus table 1 only provides an indicator for 
whether an SCO payment would be triggered.   

2024 Illinois Soybean Yields and Supplemental Plan Payments 

Figure 1 shows Illinois county RMA actual soybean yields and the ratio of actual yield to RMA expected 
trend yield for 2024.  Soybeans also followed the typical historical pattern of higher yields in central and 
northern Illinois counties, with lower yields in southern Illinois in 2024 (left panel of figure 2).  The right 
panel of figure 2 shows that soybeans yields tended to be at or above trend level across most of the 
northern half of Illinois.  Soybean yields were below trend in most of the southern half of the state and in 
some counties across northern Illinois in 2024. 

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2020/11/the-new-enhanced-coverage-option-eco-crop-insurance-program.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2014/02/2014-farm-bill-the-supplementa.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2014/04/further-discussion-of-sco.html


3 farmdoc daily   June 17, 2025 

 

Table 2 (see end of article) reports 2024 county yields and trend yields for soybeans in Illinois, along with 
estimates of per acre payments for revenue-based ECO and SCO coverage.  

Similar to corn, the harvest price for soybeans in 2024 ($10.03) was below the projected price ($11.55). 
County yields combined with the insurance price decline result in payments being triggered in 91 of 
Illinois’ 102 counties for 95% ECO coverage on soybean acres and in 47 Illinois counties for ECO 90% 
coverage. Payments from SCO, which has an 86% coverage level, are estimated to be triggered in 31 
Illinois counties. Poorer relative yield performance and a larger insurance price decline for soybeans 
(13.2% for soybeans vs 10.7% for corn) result in the larger share of counties triggering supplemental area 
plan payments compared with corn. 

2024 Corn and Soybean Supplemental Plan Payments Across the U.S. 

Figures 3 and 4 provide U.S. county maps indicating where ECO and SCO payments should be triggered 
for non-irrigated corn and soybean acres with underlying revenue coverage for 2024. For both figures, 
counties in gray indicate those where yields were sufficiently high so that no ECO or SCO payments will 
be triggered.  Counties in green are estimated to trigger payments on 95% ECO coverage (but not 90% 
ECO or SCO).  Counties in yellow are estimated to trigger payments on 95% and 90% ECO coverage 
(but not SCO coverage).  Counties in red are estimated to trigger payments on SCO coverage, which also 
implies the maximum payment for both ECO 95% and 90% coverage options. 

Because of the insurance price declines, county yields at or slightly above trend will trigger ECO 
payments while even small yield losses relative to trend will trigger SCO payments for corn and soybeans 
for 2024.  
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95% ECO coverage for non-irrigated corn is estimated to trigger payments in just over 70% of U.S. 
counties for the 2024 crop.  The share of payment counties for 90% ECO is estimated at 56%.  Nearly 
48% of counties will be eligible for an SCO payment on corn acres.  Note that counties where SCO 
payments are triggered are also areas where the max ECO payment would be triggered for either 
coverage level. 

Payments on soybean acres covered with ECO and/or SCO are estimated to be even more prevalent.  
Over 86% of U.S. counties where RMA reports an area soybean yield for 2024 will trigger a 95% ECO 
payment, nearly 75% will trigger payments on ECO 90%, and just under 65% will trigger an SCO 
payment. 

 

Discussion 

Insurance price declines for corn and soybeans in 2024 result in the potential for payments from revenue 
insurance coverage even with yields levels at or slightly above trend-levels used to set guarantees.  This 
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is particularly true for higher coverage level plans, including the optional supplemental area programs of 
ECO and SCO (see farmdoc daily from August 20, 2024).  

County corn and soybean yields from RMA suggest that ECO and/or SCO payments will be triggered on 
covered acres in the majority of U.S. counties for 2024.  For non-irrigated corn, areas with widespread 
triggering of supplemental area plan payments tend to be outside the central Corn Belt region of the 
Midwest. Supplemental plan payments on covered soybean acres are even more prevalent.  Payments 
are less likely in a small band through the Corn Belt (southern Iowa, northern Missouri, central Illinois and 
Indiana). SCO and maximum ECO payments will be triggered across most of the southeast U.S. and 
along the eastern seaboard through Ohio and Pennsylvania, the western portion of the Dakotas, 
Nebraska, and Kansas, central Oklahoma, and parts of Texas. These are areas with low corn and 
soybean yields in 2024 relative to expected yields. 

Use of the ECO and SCO programs has been increasing over time (see farmdoc daily articles from 
August 9, 2022 and August 7, 2024) and payments from those programs will help to partially mitigate the 
poor returns projected for the 2024 crop year (see farmdoc daily from June 3, 2025). Furthermore, 
prevalent ECO and SCO payments in 2024 combined with increased subsidy rates for ECO beginning in 
2025 (see farmdoc daily from November 5, 2024) and proposed increases to the SCO subsidy rate and 
coverage level in the current House and Senate Farm Bills (see farmdoc daily from June 10, 2025) will 
encourage even more use by producers moving forward. 
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