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Managing Supply: 
Balancing Fewer Farrowings 

with Record Litter Sizes
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Trend in U.S. Annual Average Pigs Saved Per Litter, 
2020-2025

Growth in Pigs per Litter and How far Can it Go?
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Adapted from: Langemeier, M. "Long-Term Trends in Pigs per Litter." farmdoc daily
(14):199, Department of Agricultural & Consumer Economics, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, November 1, 2024.

DANBRED. “Denmark's production costs remain among Europe's 
lowest.” Productivity &Profit, January 19, 2024.

y = 8.32 + 0.13 x

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2024/11/long-term-trends-in-pigs-per-litter-3.html
https://danbred.com/denmarks-production-costs-remain-among-europes-lowest/
https://danbred.com/denmarks-production-costs-remain-among-europes-lowest/
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Profitability & Production Cycles
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Annual Changes in Farrowings

Farrowings Changes Hog/Corn Price

Source: USDA-NASS
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Hog-to-Corn Price Ratio & Annual Changes 
in Farrowings

Farrowings Changes Hog/Corn Price

Source: Iowa State University, Livestock Returns., CME Group. Source: USDA-NASS

Futures 3/27/26 May July December
Hog $96.88 $108.70 $84.03 
Corn $4.62 $4.73 $4.90 

Hog/Corn Ratio 20.97 22.98 17.15 

https://estimatedreturns.econ.iastate.edu/
https://www.cmegroup.com/
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